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Summary

Real GDP growth is projected to decelerate from 5.5% in 2021 to 2.6% in 2022. For 2023, real GDP growth is forecast at 3.1%.

The current growth forecast for 2022 is lower than the forecast in the January issue by 1.5 percentage points. Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine and sanctions on Russia have weakened the outlook for Cyprus, mainly as a result of the expected collapse of tourist
arrivals from Russia and Ukraine, rising international commodity prices, as well as weaker economic sentiment and less
favourable financial conditions compared to the previous issue.

The risks to the growth outlook are to the downside. The war in Ukraine and sanctions against Russia could impact activity in
Cyprus more adversely than indicated by the current forecasts. Moreover, the continuation of the war and tighter EU sanctions
against Russia may weigh on growth prospects primarily through higher fuel, food and raw material prices.

New COVID-19 waves continue to pose significant downside risks to the outlook through new containment measures, and supply
bottlenecks that exert upward pressures on prices.

Additional policy support may be needed because of the war in Ukraine, the rising energy prices and the continuation of the
pandemic. However, fiscal challenges in view of elevated public debt and monetary tightening may cloud the outlook.
Furthermore, the impact of the war in Ukraine on businesses in Cyprus together with the tightening financial conditions (in
response to high inflation), could negatively affect bank asset quality, creating risks to the outlook.

CPl inflation is projected to reach 4.8% in 2022 and to decline to 2.2% in 2023. The inflation forecast for 2022 has been revised
upwards (by 2.2 percentage points) compared to the forecast in the previous issue. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and sanctions
on Russia have intensified inflationary pressures through increases in international commodity prices, especially fuel and food
prices. The risks to the inflation outlook are to the upside.

Maiog 2022
Mepidnym

0 pvOucg ueyéOuvang tov mpayuatikov AEIl mpofrémetar va emPpaduvvlel amd 55% to 2021 o€ 2,6% 1o 2022. I'a 10 2023, 0
puBuds peyéBuvang tov AEIl mpofAémetar oto 3,1%. H mpdfrsyn yia to 2022 éxet avabswpnBel onuavtikd mpog ta kdtw (1,5
TOCOOTIAIES HOVASES) O oxéon ue avty ato tevyos lavovapiov. H et.Bolij ths Pwoiag otnv Oukpavia kat oL KUPWOELS KATA
¢ Pwoiag Exovv amoduvauost Ti¢ TpoomTikeés yia thv Kimpo, kuplwe we amotédeoua tng amwielag Twv apiéewy TovpLoTaV
amé Pwola kat Ovkpavia, The avénons Twv SIeBvav TIUWV EUTOPEVUATWYV (TL.X. TETPEAAIOV, TPOPIUWY), TNG ATOSUVAUWOTNS
TOU OLKOVOULKOU KAUATOG, KaBw¢ Kat Twv AlyOTEPO EVVOIKWV SLEOVWV YPNUATOOIKOVOUIKWY GUVONKWY 0 OUYKPLON UE TO
tedevtaio Tpiunvo tov 2021.

Ot k(vouVvoL yIa XELPOTEPES TTPOOTITIKES ATIO TIS TTPOPBAETOUEVES KUpLapyoUV. O TOAEUOS aThV Oukpavia kKat oL KUPWOELS KATd THG
Pwaoliag Oa umopovoayv va emnpedoovy dvousvéotepa tn Spactnplotyta otnv Kompo an’ 6,TL ekTiudtal ue faon Tig Tpéxovoes
nmpofAéPeis. EmmAéov, n ouvéxion Tov MOAéUoU Kkat oL avoTnpiTepes kKupwoels ¢ EE katd tne Pwolag evééyetal va
EMNPEACOVV TIS TPOOTITIKES AVATITUENS KUPLWS HECW VPNACTEPWV TUUWV EVEPYELAS, TPOPIUWV KAL TTPWTWV UAWDV.

Néa kvuata Aowuwéewv COVID-19 ouveyi{ovv va amoTeA0UV GNUAVTIKO KIVEUVO Yl TIC TPOOTITIKES Uéow TLOAVAV VEwV
TEPLOPLOTIKWV UETPWV avayalTiong TNS mavinuiag, kaBwes kat TpofANUATWY OTIC EPOSLATTIKES AAVTISES TTOU AOKOUY AVOSIKES
TMECELS OTIC TIUEG.

Eéautiag tov moAéuov otnv Ovkpavia, ¢ avénons Twv TUWV THE EVEPYELAS KalL TNG CUVEXLONS TNG Tavonuiag mlavo va
xpelaotel mpooBetn Snuoctovoutkl otipién. QoTo00, 0L SNUOGLOVOULKES TIPOKANGELS EVOYEL TOU auéNUEVOU SHUOTLOU XPEOUS
Kat TNG VOULOUATIKNG 0U0@LENG UTTopEl va amoduvauwoovy Ti¢ TPooTTikes. EmimAéov, o apvnTikos avTikTumos Tov ToAéuoU
OTIC KUTIPLAKEG ETILYELPTIOELG OE CUVSUAOUO UE ALYOTEPO XAAAPES XPNUATOTILOTWTIKESG oUVONKeS (Adyw viPpnAov mAnbwpiouov),
Oa umopovoav va eMNPEXGOVV APVNTIKX TNV TOLOTNTA TOV EVEPYNTIKOU TwV TPATE(WVY, SNULOUPYWVTAS KIVSUVOUS YIA TIG
TTPOOTITIKEG.

0 mAnBwpiouos (ue Baon tov Aeixtn Tiwwv Katavalwtn) npofAémetal va ptaoet oto 4,8% 10 2022 Kat va vTOYWPTIOEL GTO
2,2% 710 2023. H mpofAsyn yia tov mAnBwptopud tov 2022 xet avabewpnbel mpog ta mavw (katd 2,2 moo0oTLales HOVASES) o€
oxéon ue to tevyos lavovapiov. H eiofodn tn¢ Pwoiag otnv Ovkpavia kat ot kupwoels oty Pwoia éyovv evteivel Tig
TANOWPLOTIKES THUETELS UECW TWV QUENCEWY OTIC SLEOVEIS TIUES EUTOPEVUATWY, LGIWE TWV KAQUOIUWY Kat TwV Tpo@iuwy. Ot
kivéuvot yia vipnAdtepo mAnBwpioud amo Tov TpoAETOUEVO VTTEPLTXVOVV.
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1. Recent developments

In 2021, real GDP in Cyprus rebounded strongly after
the contraction in 2020 caused by the COVID-19
pandemic. Real GDP rose by 5.5% in 2021 and
economic activity returned to pre-pandemic levels.

During 2021, growth in terms of real gross value
added returned to positive territory in all sectors
although growth in the construction sector stalled in
the second half of 2021. The rebound in activity in
2021 was particularly strong in the sector of trade,
transportation and hospitality and the industrial
sector. However, real activity in the sector of trade,
transportation and hospitality has remained below
its pre-pandemic level.

In 2021, private and public consumption
expenditure (in real terms) expanded; the latter
increased vigorously, but at a slower pace compared
to 2020. Exports rose faster than imports in 2021,
significantly narrowing the trade deficit (in real
terms) vis-a-vis 2020. Gross fixed capital formation
contracted in 2021 as a result of a decline in
construction investment in the category of dwellings
and a negative contribution from transport
equipment.

Monthly hard data, available for January - February
2022 and in some cases for March 2022, suggest that
domestic activity remained robust, despite the surge
in COVID-19 infections, and intensifying inflationary
pressures as a result of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
and sanctions against Russia. Monthly data that
signalled improvements in real activity in January -
March 2022 (subject to data availability) relate to the
use of local and foreign credit cards in Cyprus, tourist
arrivals and the number of property sale contracts
(including contracts for foreign buyers). A small
number of leading indicators (e.g. motor vehicle
registrations, building permits, registrations of new
companies) paints a less bright picture for the first
quarter of 2022.

The war in Ukraine and sanctions imposed on Russia
are expected to negatively impact the Cypriot
economy not only through higher inflation but also
through lower service exports. The negative impact
was first reflected in a sharp drop in economic
sentiment in March. The steep decline in the
Economic Sentiment Indicator (ESI) in March, was
driven by confidence losses in services, retail trade
and industry as well as among consumers; the

largest fall in confidence was recorded among firms
in services. Nevertheless, the average value of the
Indicator for the first quarter of 2022 remained
above its historical mean. Firms’ employment
expectations recorded during the first quarter of
2022 were less optimistic compared to the last
quarter of 2021. Selling price expectations and
consumer price expectations continued to trend
upwards during the first quarter of 2022.

The number of registered unemployed continued to
decline at fast pace in the first quarter of the year. In
February 2022, the unemployment rate (Eurostat)
edged down to 6.4% and registered its lowest value
since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Over the period January - February 2022,
government revenue registered a double-digit
increase (y-o-y), while expenditure decreased (y-o-
y), resulting in a budget surplus compared to a deficit
over the same period in 2021. Debt stood at about
EUR 24.3 billion (104% of GDP) in December, down
from its peak of EUR 26.0 billion in March, but
reached EUR 25.2 billion in February. The long-term
interest rate for Cyprus increased, reaching its
highest level since the second quarter of 2020.

The stock of business and housing loans continued to
grow robustly during the first two months of 2022.
The ratio of non-performing loans (NPLs) to total
loans decreased to 11.1% in December from 15.4%
in September 2021. In January and February, growth
of new lending (y-o-y) accelerated, mainly driven by
strong increases in new loans for house purchase.
Domestic lending interest rates have remained very
low by historical standards. The annual growth rate
of deposits strengthened further in February.

Inflation (measured by the Consumer Price Index -
CPI) increased to 6.4% in the first quarter of 2022
vis-a-vis 4.5% in the fourth quarter of 2021. In the
first quarter of the year, consumer prices rose at
their fastest pace since Cyprus has adopted the euro.
The acceleration of inflation during the first quarter
of 2022 mainly resulted from large price increases in
the categories of petroleum products, electricity and
agricultural products. In March, the upward
pressures in international commodity prices,
especially for oil and food were intensified as a result
of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and sanctions
imposed on Russia, since both countries are major
exporters of commodities (e.g. wheat, corn, natural
gas, oil).
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2. Forecasts

Projections for GDP growth and CPI inflation are
constructed using an extensive dataset of domestic
and foreign indicators, as well as a large number of
dynamic econometric models. Quarterly series
available up to the fourth quarter of 2021 are
employed. Monthly indicators that contain
information about some or all the months in the first
quarter of 2022 are also used. The cut-off date for the
data used in the analysis is 18 April 2022.

The forecasts presented in this bulletin are based
solely on published data up to the cut-off date; no
assumptions about the future path of predictors
included in the models are adopted. The only
exception is the growth forecast for 2022; in addition
to the observed effects of recent developments in
various indicators, the projection also reflects the
impact of reduced external demand for tourist
services on economic activity, as a result of the
ongoing war in Ukraine and sanctions on Russia.!?
The effects of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and
sanctions on domestic activity arising from economic
links other than tourism (e.g. external demand for
professional services in Cyprus) are less clear-cut
and therefore not directly incorporated in the
projection; these effects are partly reflected in
developments in short-term indicators. Also, indirect
effects triggered by the war and sanctions, such as
higher energy and food prices, slower global growth
and elevated uncertainty are captured by
movements in leading indicators.

Table 1 presents the forecasts for the growth rate of
real GDP for 2022 and 2023. Following the strong
recovery in 2021 from the pandemic-induced
downturn, real economic activity in Cyprus is
expected to continue to expand in 2022 but at a
slower pace vis-a-vis 2021. Real GDP growth is
projected to decelerate from 5.5% in 2021 to 2.6% in
2022.1In 2023, real GDP growth is forecast at 3.1%.

1 The influx of visitors from Russia and Ukraine accounted for
23% of tourist arrivals in Cyprus over 2015 - 2019 and exceeded
30% in 2021. The growth projection for 2022 incorporates the
impact from the collapse in tourist arrivals from Russia and

Table 1: GDP growth forecasts and components
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1. Real economy 0.01 0.33 31
11. Aspects other than real economy 0.00 0.18 21
I1I. Real economy & other aspects 2.57 99.49 2.6
Fiscal 0.14 5.52 2.5
Prices 0.35 11.59 3.0
Exchange rates 0.08 342 2.3
Interest rates, spreads 0.48 16.86 2.8
Stock markets 0.38 15.46 2.5
Economic sentiment, uncertainty 0.93 38.34 24
Loans, deposits 0.21 831 2.5
Year 2023
FORECAST 3.1
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COMPONENTS
1. Real economy 0.01 045 3.2
I1. Aspects other than real economy 0.02 0.60 3.0
I1I. Real economy & other aspects 3.10 98.95 31
Fiscal 0.19 5.87 32
Prices 0.30 11.22 2.7
Exchange rates 0.11 346 31
Interest rates, spreads 0.59 18.79 3.2
Stock markets 0.43 14.32 3.0
Economic sentiment, uncertainty 1.20 3692 3.2
Loans, deposits 0.28 8.36 34

The current growth forecast for 2022 is lower than
the forecast in the previous issue by 1.5 percentage
points. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and sanctions on
Russia have weakened the outlook for Cyprus,

Ukraine in 2022 vis-a-vis the pre-invasion path, although the loss
in arrivals from the two countries could be partly offset by
increased numbers of visitors from other countries.
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mainly as result of the expected collapse of tourist
arrivals from Russia and Ukraine, rising
international commodity prices, as well as weaker
economic sentiment and less favourable financial
conditions compared to the January issue.

Table 1 also shows the contribution of different
components (groups of models) towards shaping the
final forecasts. The real economy component—based
on factors estimated from real activity and labour
market indicators—and the component relating to
economic aspects other than the real economy, have
a minor contribution to the overall forecasts.2 The
component that combines information on both the
real economy and other economic aspects plays a key
role in forming the final forecasts.3. 4

The drivers of the outlook are discussed below.

eSlowing recovery. In Cyprus and its trading partner
economies (e.g. EU, euro area, UK), economic
activity continued to recover at a fast pace in the
final quarter of 2021, while unemployment
continued its downward trend in the first months of
2022. The strong recovery from the pandemic-
induced recession has been accompanied by rising
inflation, creating risks for the growth momentum.
Importantly, the war in Ukraine and sanctions on
Russia have increased uncertainties surrounding
the outlook for Cyprus, particularly through higher
commodity prices and disruptions in trade,
especially tourist services. The available hard
indicators on domestic activity have not yet
reflected the recent negative developments.
Nevertheless, the loss in tourist arrivals from
Russia and Ukraine that jointly account for a large
share of total arrivals in Cyprus is expected to
directly limit the country’s growth prospects.
Specifically, the expected collapse of tourist arrivals
from Russia and Ukraine in 2022 is estimated to
lead to significantly slower growth in the sector of

2 Factors refer to a small number of principal components
extracted from a large dataset of series relating to real domestic
and foreign activity, and the labour market. The component
concerning aspects other than the real economy is based on
indicators such as interest rates, stock market returns, economic
sentiment indicators, exchange rates, domestic and foreign price
indices, international commodity prices, as well as fiscal and
banking sector series.

3 Monthly leads of leading indicators (e.g. interest rates,
economic sentiment) and of series used in extracting the factors
(e.g. unemployment rate, registered unemployed, arrivals of

trade, transportation, accommodation and food
services vis-a-vis the pre-invasion path; moreover,
the shock to tourist arrivals impacts negatively the
growth rates in the sectors of entertainment and
recreation, industry and construction.

eWeakening  economic  sentiment.  Economic
sentiment in Cyprus, the EU and the euro area
declined in the first quarter of the year, mainly
owing to the large confidence losses registered in
March as a result of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
The recent weakening in economic confidence is
found to weigh on growth in 2022.

e Shifting financial conditions. In the first quarter of
2022, the performance of international stock
markets weakened and volatility rose, reflecting
tightening external financial conditions, as a result
of high inflation, and uncertainties about global
growth. The less favourable performance of
financial markets in the first quarter of 2022
compared to the last quarter of 2021 is found to
limit domestic growth prospects. Despite increases
in long-term interest rates for euro area countries
in January and February, financial conditions in the
euro area have remained supportive. The low levels
of lending interest rates in the euro area and the
strong pickup in new loans in Cyprus are continuing
to back the outlook. However, the expected change
in the monetary stance in the euro area as the
pandemic and the war in Ukraine continue may
weigh on domestic growth prospects through
limited fiscal space and deteriorating asset quality
in the banking system.

eRising inflation and depreciating euro. The war in
Ukraine intensified inflationary pressures through
higher international commodity prices, particularly
energy and food prices. The war may exacerbate
supply disruptions caused by the pandemic, adding
to inflation. Higher inflation erodes real incomes,

tourists, registrations of motor vehicles) are also included in the
models.

4 Economic sentiment indicators refer to data obtained through
the Joint Harmonised EU Programme of Business and Consumer
Surveys conducted by the Directorate General for Economic and
Financial Affairs. The Economics Research Centre acknowledges
funding from the European Union, the Ministry of Finance and
the University of Cyprus for conducting the “Business and
Consumer Surveys” project in Cyprus.
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dampening growth in both 2022 and 2023.
Moreover, the recent depreciation of the euro,
particularly against the US dollar has also added to
domestic inflation, clouding the outlook.

The risks to the growth outlook are to the downside.
The war in Ukraine and sanctions against Russia
could impact activity in Cyprus more adversely than
indicated by the current forecasts. Moreover, the
continuation of the war and tighter EU sanctions
against Russia may weigh on growth prospects
through higher fuel, food and raw material prices.

New COVID-19 waves continue to pose significant
downside risks to the outlook. New infection waves
could lead to new containment measures that may
limit economic activity; also, a resurgence of the
pandemic may intensify supply bottlenecks and
amplify upward pressures on prices, dampening
growth.

Additional policy support may be needed because of
the war in Ukraine, the rising energy prices and the
continuation of the pandemic. However, fiscal
challenges in view of elevated public debt and
monetary tightening may cloud the outlook.
Furthermore, the impact of the war in Ukraine on
businesses in Cyprus together with the tightening
financial conditions (in response to high inflation),
could negatively affect bank asset quality, creating
risks to the outlook.

As economic and social activities adapt further to the
pandemic, upside risks to the outlook may stem from
stronger-than-anticipated domestic and external
demand. Also, investments and reforms, particularly
through the Recovery and Resilience Plan for Cyprus
are expected to support economic activity.

CPI inflation is projected to reach 4.8% in 2022; the
current forecast is 2.2 percentage points higher than
that in the January issue. For 2023, CPI inflation is
projected to ease to 2.2%.5 Domestic and foreign
inflation accelerated in the first quarter of 2022, as a
result of the strong recovery from the pandemic
downturn and pandemic-related supply bottlenecks.
Furthermore, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and
sanctions on Russia have intensified inflationary
pressures through increases in international
commodity prices, especially energy and food prices,

5 CPI inflation forecasts are constructed using a methodology
similar to that described for GDP growth forecasts.

adding to inflation in the following quarters. Survey
data show that firms’ selling price expectations and
consumers’ expectations about price trends
increased to historically high levels in the first
quarter of the year, contributing to the elevated
inflation projected for 2022.

The risks to the inflation outlook are on the upside.
Additional increases in international commodity
prices, particularly in oil and food prices, as a result
of the war in Ukraine and new sanctions on Russia
could exacerbate inflationary pressures. Other
upside risks to the inflation outlook include
pandemic-induced supply bottlenecks, wage
increases, and a further depreciation of the euro.
Downside risks to the inflation outlook may stem
from weaker-than-expected domestic and/or global
demand, and faster-than-expected tightening of
financial conditions.

3. Concluding remarks

Quarterly and monthly series released up until 18
April 2022 are employed in dynamic econometric
models to construct forecasts for GDP growth and
CPI inflation. The strong recovery of economic
activity continued in the final quarter of 2021. In the
first quarter of 2022, many leading indicators
continued to improve, while inflation accelerated.
Confidence indicators deteriorated markedly in
March as a result of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and
sanctions on Russia. The data used in the
construction of the forecasts do not fully reflect the
effects of the war in Ukraine on economic activity in
Cyprus. Thus, in addition to the observed effects of
recent developments in various indicators, the
growth projection for 2022 also reflects the impact
of reduced external demand for tourist services on
economic activity, as a result of the war and
sanctions.

Real GDP growth in 2022 is projected at 2.6%, down
by 1.5 percentage points compared to the forecast in
the January issue. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and
sanctions on Russia have weakened the outlook for
Cyprus, mainly as a result of the expected collapse of
tourist arrivals from Russia and Ukraine, rising
international commodity prices, as well as weaker
economic sentiment and less favourable financial
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conditions compared to the previous issue. Growth
in 2023 is projected at 3.1%. The risks to the growth
outlook are to the downside.

In 2022, CPI inflation is projected at 4.8%, a
significant upward revision relative to the projection
in the January issue (2.6%). The upward revision
resulted from the acceleration of inflation in the first
quarter of 2022, as a result of the strong recovery
from the pandemic downturn and pandemic-related
supply bottlenecks. Furthermore, Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine and sanctions on Russia have intensified
inflationary pressures through increases in
international commodity prices, especially fuel and
food prices. For 2023, inflation is projected at 2.2%.
The risks to the inflation outlook are to the upside.

The growth forecast for 2022 presented in this
bulletin is slightly more optimistic than the forecast
released by the International Monetary Fund (2.1%).
For 2023, the growth forecast in this issue is
somewhat lower than that published by the
International Monetary Fund (3.5%) [1].
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